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Q: What's the real difference between the privately endowed and state-assisted
undergraduate colleges?

A: Cornell is unique in American higher education: Although it's an Ivy League
university, chartered as a private institution, it includes three undergraduate colleges
--- Agriculture and Life Sciences; Human Ecology; and Industrial and Labor
Relations --- that receive a substantial state subsidy. (You may have seen them called
state contract colleges.) The state subsidy results in lower tuition for students enrolled
in those colleges.

Our other undergraduate colleges --- Architecture, Art, and Planning; Arts and
Sciences; Engineering; and Hotel Administration --- rely on private support. (They're
sometimes called endowed colleges.) Despite the differences in funding for our
colleges, all Cornell undergraduates enjoy the same quality of academic and campus
life and are free to choose elective courses in the other colleges.

Students applying to Cornell should select the program that most interests them or that
best meets their academic needs, whether it's privately-endowed or state-assisted.

Colleges, Schools, and Faculties

Cornell University is both a private endowed university and the federal land-grant
institution of New York State. Each of the fourteen colleges and schools listed below
defines its own academic programs; admits its own students; provides a faculty, and
advising and support for its students; and confers degrees on its own students,
although all degrees are attributed to Cornell University. Special transcollege faculty
units (see "The Faculty of Computing and Information Science" below) draw on
faculty members from throughout the university to serve designated needs and
accomplish specific missions.

Undergraduate Colleges and Schools

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences*

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) is the second-largest
undergraduate college at Cornell University and the third-largest college of its kind in
the United States. It has been ranked in national surveys as the best college of
agriculture and related sciences in the country.

College of Architecture, Art, and Planning

The College of Architecture, Art, and Planning has a distinguished tradition in
architectural design, history, and theory; urban and regional policy and planning; and
professional training in fine and visual arts.

College of Arts and Sciences
The College of Arts and Sciences is Cornell's largest undergraduate college. It
provides a high-quality liberal arts education to its own students, and its courses are
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also accessible to all other students at Cornell. The college's faculty includes national
and international leaders in their respective disciplines.

College of Engineering

The Cornell College of Engineering excels in innovative teaching and research, in
developing practical applications and approaches to problems and areas of study, and
in preparing professionals and leaders who will have worldwide influence on
technologies and societies.

School of Hotel Administration

The Cornell School of Hotel Administration's large group of scholars, researchers,
and technical staff members, and its service-oriented undergraduate, graduate, and
professional degree programs, are helping to shape the global knowledge base for
every aspect of hospitality management.

College of Human Ecology*

From science and health to policy and design, the College of Human Ecology offers a
unique, world class education focused on challenges and opportunities in the real
world and an exploration of the human condition. Pioneering research, leadership
development, and community outreach are cornerstones of the Human Ecology
education and experience.

School of Industrial and Labor Relations*

Cornell's School of Industrial and Labor Relations (ILR School) was the nation’'s first
institution of higher education to offer a four-year undergraduate program in the field
of ILR. The current primary focus of the ILR School's undergraduate and graduate
degree programs and research and outreach activities is on the centrality of workplace
issues in an increasingly complex world.

* New York State contract unit

College of Human Ecology

Students

1,352 Undergraduate

214 Graduate

Undergraduate Class of 2011

266 Freshmen Entered

50% New York State Residents

32% Ethnically Diverse

94% Freshman in Top 10% of High School Class
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2009-2010 Tuition

Contract Contract
Endowed Colleges Colleges
Colleges (New York (Non-New York
Residents) residents)
Tuition & Fees $37,954 $21,814 $37,954
Housing (Double Room) $7,210 $7,210 $7,210
Dining (Bear Traditional) $4,950 $4,950 $4,950
Books & Supplies* $760 $760 $760
Personal & Miscellaneous $1,540 $1,540 $1,540
TOTAL $52,414 $36,274 $52,414
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